Glossary of Legal Terms
1
Jury Parking

Bailiff: A deputy from the Sheriff’s Office who
2
Civil Court

maintains courtroom order and jury custody.

3
CJC

Civil Case / Civil Suit: A lawsuit that is between two

4
Cty. Admin.

or more individuals or corporations involved in a
dispute and that is usually seeking a judgment

Your
Jury Service

5
Juvenile

awarding monetary damages.
Counsel: One or more lawyers who represent a
7
Family

client.
Criminal Prosecution / Criminal Case: The act of
pursuing a criminal trial where the state charges
someone with a crime.
Jury Summons: The papers sent to potential jurors

that require their attendance in court for possible
service on a jury.

Preferred Parking
The Parking Garage located at 1401 Congress is the
only garage that will give you the discounted rate of
$6.00 per day. Parking at this location is on a first
come, first serve basis.

Jury Selection: The process by which jurors for a
trial are selected from the larger group of potential
jurors summoned to the courthouse.
Perjury: A false statement made willfully and
knowingly while the speaker is under oath in a court
proceeding.
Verdict: The formal decision or finding made by a
jury that has been impaneled and sworn for the trial
of a case and reported to the court.
Voir Dire: French for “to speak the truth” or “to see
them say.” Voir Dire is the preliminary examination

of a prospective juror by a judge or lawyer to decide
whether that person can serve on the jury.

Alternatives






1621 Congress Tex Park
 5am-5:30pm, $6 per day
301 La Branch - Platinum Parking
 6am-6pm, $7 per day
1401 Commerce Street - LAZ Parking
 $10 per day
1420 Congress LAZ Parking
 6am-6pm, $10 per day
311 Austin Platinum Parking
 6am-6pm, $10 per day

We help make justice happen.
Visit our website at

www.hcdistrictclerk.com

A Message From District Clerk Marilyn Burgess

Marilyn Burgess

All Americans have the right to a trial by a jury of their peers.
Without jurors, the legal system fails. That’s why you can
think of it not as a duty, but as a service to your community.
Together we can make sure justice is served.

What Can I Expect From Jury Service?
Why is Jury Service important?

What do I do in case of an emergency?

How can I be excused from Jury Service?

The United States Constitution and the Texas
Constitution guarantee all people, regardless of race,
religion, sex, national origin, or economic status, the
right to a trial by an impartial jury. Justice ultimately
cannot be served unless a jury panel is comprised from
the community at large.

Contact the court you have been assigned to for
information regarding cancellations or complications of
service. Here are instructions to access our phone list:

What is my duty as a juror?
As a juror, you must be fair and impartial. Jurors must
be able to put aside any bias or prejudice. Your actions
and decisions are the foundation of our judicial system.
How was I selected to be summoned?

1.

Visit our Homepage = www.hcdistrictclerk.com

2.

Click on the “About Us” tab

Any special circumstances must be presented to the
Judge at the time of Jury Service or by emailing
jury@hcdistrictclerk.com. Your request will be
forwarded to the Judge for consideration. The law does
not allow persons to be excused because they are the
sole owner of a business, nor because their employer
will not pay for Jury Service.

3.

Scroll down to “General and Contact Information”

What are the different types of cases?

4.

Click on “District Clerk Phone List”

Criminal Cases: A criminal case results when a person is
accused of committing a crime. As a juror, you must
decide whether the person charged is guilty or not
guilty. The accused person is presumed innocent and
the State, represented by the District or County
Attorney, must prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

What about my job?

Jurors are selected from a randomized list of residents
who are registered to vote in the county and/or have a
Texas Driver’s license or a Texas ID card.

Texas law protects your job while you are fulfilling your
jury service. You cannot be fired for serving, however,
your employer is not required to pay you for the time
missed from work while serving.

What do I wear?

Where do I park?

Business attire is recommended. When in doubt, dress
professionally. Remember to keep comfort in mind.

Discounted parking is available at 1401 Congress St. The
entrances to the garage are on Austin and La Branch.
Parking is on a first come, first serve basis.

What should I bring with me?





Bring change for vending machines.
Eat breakfast beforehand, as we do not know when
or if the court will break for lunch.
Bring at least one form of ID.

Beware of identity theft.
In the past, identity thieves have contacted Harris
County residents and threatened them for failing to
report for jury service. They are seeking confidential
information. Neither local courts or Jury Assembly staff
will call or email you asking for personal information. Do
not provide such information to anyone who contacts
you claiming to work for the judicial system.

Civil Cases: A civil case results when there is a
disagreement or a dispute between two or more
parties. As a juror in a civil case, you must answer
questions about disputed facts based upon the
testimony and evidence admitted by the Judge.
May I discuss the case after it is over?
After you are dismissed from jury service, you are
released from the obligation of secrecy. You will then
be free to discuss the case and your deliberations with
anyone. However, you are also free to decline to discuss
the case and your deliberations.

